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[bookmark: _GoBack]The surging incidences of gun-related mortality and morbidity in the United States of America have been a core concern among the learning institutions. Reputable institutions including APA report nearly 380,000 people are killed annually. The need to enhance awareness and avert the adverse scenario that threatens the entire social, economic, and political aspects of the society has gained prominence. Notably, the leadership fraternities have opted to hinge on legislative intervention to control gun-violence within the school compound and community. However, continued reliance on legal aspects to mitigate the surge in gun-violence menace has yielded minimum to zero outcomes because of the continued surge in school gun-violence. Therefore, the Virginia State has witnessed a significant share of gun-related violence triggering the need to undertake a scientific research to report on the prevalence of gun violence, its impacts, and proposed evidence-based solutions to harness the level of efficiency. 
Notably, the report proposes holistic approaches to supplement and provide an alternative solution to inadequate gun-control legislation. First, enhancing concerted and collaborated initiatives that involve effective actions from parents, schools, as well as the community, provide a reliable short-term remedy to avert social menace. For example, encouraging parents to bolster rapport with their children is a vital incentive to tame violence among the young perpetrators. On the other hand, schools should invest in smart technologies and recruit professional counselors to avert potential manifestation of violent conduct among the students. 
Secondly, the county needs to adopt a public-health approach to mitigate gun-related menace. The use of public-health approach has been used in other disciplines including combating fatality due to automobile accidents. Therefore, the medical practitioners including pediatricians should be equipped and encouraged to inquire about firearm among their patients. Effectively, pediatricians can propose reliable safety measure to store the firearm and evaluate the mental suitability of a gun-holder. 
Lastly, the report suggests the need to encourage student-led movements to facilitate awareness and eliminate learners’ vulnerability. The recent school gun-shooting incidents expose the student to the highest number of casualties, which make learners a critical stakeholder to combat the menace. Therefore, equipping student-led movement is a reliable long-term and proactive initiative to avert profound gun menace in the Virginia Beach County. 









EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Purposes and Method of the Report
Eradicating school gun-violence menace in the Virginia Beach County using reliable and scientific-backed interventions is a critical obligation to safeguard learners against the surging domestic terrorism. Importantly, the Virginia State has experienced its share of gun violence in the learning institutions, which exert pressure for the political leadership, academic, and community to devise sustainable interventions that supplement the existing control mechanism. Therefore, the general objectives of the report include;
•    To evaluate the efficiency of the current gun-control legislation in mitigating the surge in school gun-violence 
•    To propose evidence-based interventions that can harness efficiency in mitigating gun-related incidences in the learning institutions
A questionnaire-survey had been conducted involving 15 students residing within the County. A descriptive methodology was preferred because it hedges against unintended interference during data collection and analysis process.
Findings and Conclusion
The report identifies substantial inadequacies with the current legal framework. Majority of respondents further perceive the legislative law to allow teachers to carry concealed gun being an ineffective approach to combat violence. Therefore, continued reliance on legal parameters has failed to achieve positive outcomes because of negative political interference and lack of commitment to implement comprehensive gun reforms.
Recommendations    
•    Increasing the level of cooperation among parent, community, schools to harness reliability of the security interventions
•    Adopting a public-health approach to yield positive outcomes 
•    Encouraging student-led movements
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[bookmark: _Toc518455798]INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND TO GUN-VIOLENCE MENACE
The recent Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School mass shooting has elicited negative concerns from the various stakeholders. Alarming statistics further manifest the significant threats that students and neighboring communities have to endure in the recent decades (Adam, Debra, Daniel, & Philip, 2016). Notable school mass shooting events include Columbine, Sandy Hook, Virginia Technical, Las Vegas, and Florida, which exert pressure among the local as well as the national leaders to design reliable preventative measures to enhance the safety of the innocent students (James, Jagdish, Erica, & Amy, 2016). The emergence of domestic and international terrorisms endeavors to escalate the gun-related violence in the United States of America. 
Evidently, the Virginia Beach communities have witnessed its significant shares of mass-shooting menace with the Virginia Technical shooting a blatant evidence of the region vulnerability. The gun-related violence has intricate and severe ramifications to the society, families, and children (Adam, Shani, Debra, Philip, Catherine, & Daniel, 2016). The psychological effects that the children victims of gun-violence grapple with require administrative and political interventions to hedge against the negative outcomes (Kristian & Nicholas, 2018). The social, health, emotional, and physical concerns are the profound parameters that escalate the severity of the gun-related menace in a society.
Particularly, children maimed during the violent encounter with the perpetrators require delicate and dedicated interventions to alleviate further manifestation of post-traumatic stressors. The Virginia Beach society has struggled to provide children with the safe and conducive environment because of negative violence culture (Pickering, 2018). The general American societies and the media fraternity tend to glorify the role of firearms, which perceive ownership of assault weapon as a dimension of national value (James, Jagdish, Erica, & Amy, 2016). Besides, the recent Presidential Election witnessed the issue of gun ownership dominate political forums and campaigns. Consequently, the use of firearms as a means to conflict resolution has become an embedded cultural value among the citizens. 
Another profound dire effect of childhood exposure to gun violence relates to inhibited development. The protracted exposure to violence impedes children from acquiring vital social skills including non-violence conflict resolution because of the aggressive behaviors among the adults (Collins & Swoveland, 2013). Children exposed to violence in the society also exacerbate emotional overload that erupts under slight aggression (Ibid). Internalization of negative behavior among the adults through mimicking and observation by the children elicits holistic strategies to curtail future manifestation of violence.
DISCUSSION OF THE FINDING
The report adopted a descriptive analysis method to elucidate on the perception of 15 students. The choice of a descriptive analysis merit because it hedges against indirect and direct interference by the assessor during the data collection and assessment processes. Therefore, 15 copies of questionnaires were issued to selected classmates, who are residents of the Virginia Beach County to collect their perception about the efficiency of the current legislation frameworks to control gun violence. 
The inefficiency of the Gun Control Legislation
The current pieces of legislation have failed to combat the gun-related violence in the country. For example, 18 U.S.C. § 2332 and 18 U.S.C. § 2332a are notable federal laws that advocates for the death penalty in offenses relating to terrorism and use of the weapon of mass destruction respectively (APA, 2018). However, the explicit legislations have yielded minimal outcomes because of the continued trends of gun-related mass shooting within the society. Therefore, overreliance to the gun-control legislation in the Virginia Beach County is an inadequate approach to achieve lasting solutions to hedge against gun-related violence.  
Table 1: Respondent’s Perception about the Efficiency of the Gun Control Legislation

	(Source, Author, 2018)
[bookmark: _Toc518455806]Table one above depicts respondents’ perspectives toward the prevailing legal framework to enhance the safety of students against the gun-violence menace in the Virginia Beach County. Evidently, the majority of the respondents (67%) overwhelmingly disagree with the sentiment that the current gun control legislation has achieved positive outcomes concerning the ability to deter crime within the school compound. Equally, 53% of the respondents caution the County Government against overreliance to the current pieces of legislation largely due to the adverse effect of political interference that hampers the policy-making process. Consequently, lack of public confidence to the legal framework, 53% believes adoption of the campus-carry gun law is likely to yield minimal effect, while only 33% agreed arming teachers with concealed weapons could deter gun-violence within the school premise.
Besides, several secondary sources support the prevalence of inadequacies within the legal framework to deter gun violence. Notably, concerns arise regarding the narrow focus of gun control laws, which significant attention is toward the gun users contrary (APA, 2018). Effective gun control-laws should pay homage to other critical elements that include design, ammunition, distribution, sales of firearms, and advertisement to enhance the level of efficacy (Ibid). The legal and policy frameworks have significant influences toward accesses and usage of the firearms, which elicit the need for a rigorous scientific assessment about the level of efficacies within the current pieces of legislation. 
Nevertheless, table one above further depicts a substantial number of respondents support the need for the relevant authorities to undertake comprehensive gun reforms. Importantly, 80% of the respondents support the need to undertake comprehensive gun reforms that create a stringent environment to acquire and use registered firearms. The result impliedly supports the need for an extensive collaboration between the Local Authority and Federal Government because 73% agrees and strongly agrees the Virginia Beach County should implement the Federal-sponsored education law termed ‘Every Student Succeeds Act’. The new education act encourages inauguration of mental health programs and school safety initiatives in the learning institutions.  
RECOMMENDATIONS TO CURB SCHOOL GUN-VIOLENCE
The top-echelon leaders in the Virginia Beach jurisdiction have a fiduciary obligation to consider the short-term and long-term effects of the escalating gun-related violence within the learning institutions. Key interventions recommended for the Virginia Beach County include;-
Implementing Concerted and Collaborated Efforts
An intensive cooperation among the stakeholders is vital strategy to achieve short-term goals. Multiple agencies can enhance implementation of the sustainable interventions to combat school gun-violence menace in the region. For example, an intense cooperation strategy involving concerted efforts by the learning institutions, parents, and community provide alternative short-term remedies to gun violence. According to Englander (2018), the school fraternity monitors the emotional and behavioral changes among the students, which accords them an opportunity to intervene proactively by equipping learners as well as the potential perpetrators with necessary social skills. Further, the school administration should hire professional counselors and integrate smart technologies to identify troubled children (Ibid). The availability of anonymous reporting capabilities has been used in Steamboat Spring, Colorado to avert potential danger by alerting the police after a student threaten to harm his peer (Ibid). Therefore, learning institutions within the Virginia Beach County should consider harnessing such technologies and recruit professional counselors. 
Conversely, the community and parent have an opportunity to adopt proactive interventions. For example, community members including public health practitioners can provide regular pro bono services to the middle school students that screen learners’ social preparedness, mental health, and fantasy with gun violence (Englander, 2018). Commensurate interventions can be afforded free with referrals to necessary professionals facilitating the community to avert future incidence. Equally, adequate parenting including monitoring the use of social media, assessing the cadre of relationships, and establishing a good rapport with the children are effective interventions that parents can adapt to influence good characters (Pickering, 2018). Children are critical members of a community who require   
Embracing Public-Health Approach to Mitigate Gun Violence 
The adoption of a public-health approach to address the gun-violence menace is a reliable approach that can yield positive outcomes in the long-term time perspectives. The public-health approach has yielded positive outcomes in the reduction of mortality due to motor-related accidents because health practitioners proactively recommend to the patient adequate safety measures (Sean & Chris, 2018). Equally, Collins & Swoveland (2013) consider mental illness among the stigmatized conditions that hamper the effort to seek treatments. The medical practitioners should educate parents about symptoms of mental disorder and approaches to interact with the patients, which can hedge against exacerbating the conditions (Sean & Chris, 2018). Therefore, effective public health approaches guarantee proactive and long-term remedies to reduce the risk factors that relate to harmful mental health factors. 
Equally, doctors can take an active role to educate families about gun safety. Medical advice that regards to keeping firearm secure and beyond the reach of young children can be a critical intervention to rectify the prevalence of the gun violence and accidents (Sean & Chris, 2018). Medical reports indicate a child at an age of three years is strong enough shoot, which requires pediatrician to investigate the caliber of safety measures that parents institute in their homestead and make an adequate recommendation (Ibid). The Florida State in 2011 had attempted to restrict the medical practitioners against inquiring about firearm citing infringement of the First Amendment Rights. However, a successful appeal resulted in the Federal Court of Appeal revert the decision to curtail pediatricians from probing about gun ownership. The Virginia State should effectively encourage doctors to take a keen role to educate patients about gun safety. 
Supporting Student-led Movements 
Students bear significant wrath during the gun-violence incidences within the school compound. The recent school shooting incident at Marjory Stoneman Douglas, Florida has set a precedent to facilitate student-led movements to condemn the heinous incidence and demand for adequate efforts from the relevant authorities (Pickering, 2018). Bestowing students an active role in raise their concern to the relevant authorities is an initiative that can yield positive outcomes in the short-term and long-term time dimensions. The Virginia Beach County should encourage student-led movement to create safety awareness among the peers to minimize victims’ vulnerability to gun-violence within the school facilities. 
CONCLUSION AND CALL TO ACTION
Evidently, multiple studies depict fundamental inefficiencies within the current gun-control legislation, which adversely hamper efforts to avert the surging mortality and morbidity rate within the American learning institutions. Particularly, the law-making process has apparent adverse political gimmicking that result in ineffective legislation and factions. Further, inability to undertake comprehensive gun-reforms to create a stringent environment to hamper infiltration of firearms to the school premise is a protracted social menace that requires the adoption of multiple interventions. First, the Virginia Beach County should encourage student-led movement as a short-term intervention to equip learners with necessary skills to hedge against the vulnerability. Second, concerted and collaborative efforts that involve interventions from parents, communities, and schools provide a proactive solution to deter emergence of violent incidences in the learning institutions. Third, a public health approach to avert gun-violence menace has yielded positive outcomes in other sectors including reducing the number of fatality due to automobile accidents. For example, doctors can commit to advice patients about gun safety, which is a proactive and long-term solution to gun-related fatality.
APPENDICES
[bookmark: _Toc518455807]Survey Questionnaire for Data Collection
The purpose of this survey is to collate primary responses from the students who are residents of the Virginia State in a report to propose evidence-based solution to avert the school gun-violence menace. Therefore, the participants are called upon to provide accurate information in the space provided therein
PART A: GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE RESPONDENT
1. GENDER:      Male                                            female   

2. AGE: 10 – 15 Years      
15-20 years
21-25 years
26- Above 
3. Please indicate your county of residence …………………………….

PART B: ANSWER THE QUESTIONS BY TICKING THE APPLICABLE RESPONSE
KEY: S.A=STRONGLY AGREE, A=AGREE, N/S=NOT SURE, S.D=STRONGLY DISAGREE, D=DISAGREE
	
	Perception about the effectiveness of gun-control legislations
	S.A
	A
	N/S
	S.D
	D

	1
	Have the current pieces of legislation (18 U.S.C. § 2332 and 18 U.S.C. § 2332a) governing gun use, access, and control yielded positive outcomes?
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	(Based on your response in question 1 above) do you believe the Virginia Beach County should rely on the current legal frameworks to avert school gun-violence menace?
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Do the political parties’ politics and gimmicks adversely influence the current gun-control laws?
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Can the legislation to allow teachers to carry concealed guns (Campus Carry) effectively avert violence within the school premises?
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Should the relevant authorities in the Virginia State raise the age to purchase weapon, prohibit buffer stock of ammunition, and enforce stringent background checks on the buyers as well as the licensed firearm vendors?
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Can the  adoption of the Federal-sponsored new education law called Every Student Succeed Act an effective intervention to bolster mental health and learners’ safety in your learning institution
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Is there adequate willingness to implement comprehensive gun reforms in the State of Virginia and respective counties?
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